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ABSTRACT ' ' . , ^ 

I9any intelligent, talented, and capable American 
Indian youngsters finish elementary and secondary schools but do not 
enter college* The majority of those who do go on to college 
experience difficul^ty in_ Keeping an acceptable grad!^ average; 
consequently, fev graduate. Present Indian recruiting programs have 
failed to identify the reason for this* Indian students do not enter 
college because of lack of motivation. This is usually due to lack of 
encouragement from family and teachers, improperly planned high 
school curricul'um, and a misunderstanding of the importance of 
advanced education* Several suggestions can be offered for effective 
recruiting programs that not only get Indian students into college 
and out vith a degree, but vith self confidence, acumen, and desire 
to proudly make his place in society. Among these suggestions are: 
recruitment must begin when the student first enters high school; 
Indians already in college must becoiae involved in the recruitment 
programs of school with a high concentration of Indian students; the 
college must be able to offer financial aid; the college curriculum 
must be developed to allow these students to catch up in English, 
math, or science and also prepare them to graduate within 4 years; 
and social activities with other Indians in college must be made 
available* (HQ) 
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secondary schj>ols and do not enter ootlege* Of the ones tTtat dp efiter college^ 
the TTjojority experimo^ difficulty in mxintaining an acceptable gx^e point 
average. Among those^ retativeVj few graduate. Conversely^ the prohlmo ax>e 



tlioughtfut md conatructive comideration* Let us concentrate on the problems 
present Indian recruiiincf programs iiave failed to identify and offer some 
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no desire^ because of lack of jnotivation^, to enter college* Tltere are per- 
vasive reasons for this attitudej iei lack of etusouragment from fc^tily and 



To the Indian parents^ a college education is not a reality* In most cases 
tlwy }uzoe had very little^, if any^ education^, and view a high school eduoation 
as a great accomplislvnent and sufficient for their needs* fhey do not visual- 
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> —J ize beyond this point* Tltsrefore^ tue student does not receive cnaouragment 
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quality, htost often they are either so ctArxiauVm misoriented they leave the 
student unprepared and unqualified to apply for enrollment in a college. As 
an example^ one such High school is satisfied to accept the probability that 
the Indian student is edttcationally retarded* Consequently they plan a aurric^ 
ulm designed^, not to benefit tlie irtdiiHdnal student but to get him^ tltrough 
the program and out of their way* Another scHool^ assuming the student is 
educationally retarded^ and making no effort to prepare him for advanced leam-^ 
ing^ is content to steer his patlz towards a craft or. trade* Both of tlie above 
■deplorable cQ?jditions J, wiiiah are aatqni&hingty premlmt^ limit or make noh^^ 
existent the Indian student 's motivation and preparation for higher education, 

r 

The Indian youth today does not view himself as an intellectual in tlie white 
mm^& ways^ socially or <mlturaly* He finds it difficult to imagine himself 
as a success in his cJiosen field* Becau\se of tJiese real or imagined inade^ 
quqaies^ he camot perceive the importance of achievement in the white man 
cuitiire^ which is alien to him a^id he cgn only believe to be hostile* 

As you know^ tJie young Indian considers college as an institution where wealthy 
people receive complex Joiouledge that only the very intelligent^ THE WHITEMAN^ 
can achieve* The young Indians simply do not apply for college on their own* 
They must be motivate! 

We have stated the problem. Following are some suggestions in organizing a 

progrnm to recruit Indian students* Success in our program is aontigent upon: 
1* Help the Indian student see tfie necessity of an advanced education* 
2. U&lp him begin to plan early in adjusting his high scliqol ouxriculum 

so thcct he will be qualified to enter college* 
3* Assure him of a successful and happy eaaperience. while entering college, 

I believe tJte above to he the obvir^us rtolntion mid suggest the following pro^ 

0£c^t( to it h^eoo^ ^ r^^tifty^ 



1: Sedruiting of the Indian student must begin when he first enters high 
sc}iool^ mt in hCe senior year* At the time lie enters high school^ 
the high school or the college concerned nliould sponsor field trips 
to nearby colleges and business comnmitiee* He would see and meet 
the students happily striving towards their degrees^ and through this 
association^ learn liou their degrees can he used* At this pointy 
learning of tJie misconceptions he may have had about college life 
would be dispelled. 

2. Indians presently attending college must became involved in recruit^ 
ment programs in Goverment boarding scliools for Indians and other 
schools with a high concentration of iTtdian students* These students 
would not only give information on college attendance but would 
bring the student in co)%taai; with other Indians who have graehated 
from college or who are presently sttcceeding in college* To see and 
hear an Indian wJw is successful in college offers a greatMeal of 
encouragement to the young Indian listener* 

3* THb college must be able to offer funds to help those not on tribal ^ 
scholarships or who are on BIA scholarships* (BIA now requires 
universities to pay Jwclf of all scliolapships given to students)* To 
offer an outstanding college program for the Indian student is useless 
imless the college can provide the financial help necessary to get 
the student into college and meet his financial needs while he is 
attending* 

4^ fho collogc m4Bt also be prepared to offer a program which would 
instate that the Iitdian student^ who may be behind in English^ math 
or science^ a currieuli4m allowing, him to catch -up in these fields^ 
hut would also prepare him to graduate within the normal four year 
period* This can he accomplished hy special educational courses 



whi^h do not fill the required Buhjecta^ but ooimt in the overall 
number of require lu^urs for gradmtion. Therefore^ a student could 
take his first years in general educational courses and by his 
Junior year Tnove^irtto itis .required ntasor field* . ' ' 
5* An ideat program to get the Indian student to tite college campus would 
be a summer session inviting high school grcduates to the college 
/sampuB and alT^^wing t7tam to get the feel of college life^ thus 
a7.lcwing them to become used to tJieir ne^ environment before the 
regular school year heginsx This program vxyuld include classes in . 
study lioibitB^ facilities m^aiZoiZej budgeting of finances^ use of 
library^ etc* 

6* Another equally important pvogrcm would be one that would provide 
„ social activities with other Indiana attending the college and offer 
a place on campus where the Indian student could gather in compata* 
bility and comfort with other Indian students. Too often the Indian 
is taken from his environment and put into one that is alien (in his 
mind}^ and be left alone to become homesick and disheartened^ even^ 
tually quitting school to return to his old familiar environment with 
perhaps a more Ttostil^ feeling towards the white man because of his 
failure* 

Every year . Indian Tribal Councils^ the BIA and colleges offer edi4cational 
stipends anci grants to Indian students who qualify and desire to apply for tJtem^ 
However 9 only a relatively few young Indians^ com forward to claim them. Be-- 
cause of this^ and from tJie statistics available to them'^ the colleges and 
educators believe^ and rightfully so^ they have tried but the Indian is not 
interested in advanced education. 

I am firmly aorwinoed that if the colleges would use or apply some of the 
Bi^00€^ilcns of "Out-Reach** they woulA iiwnediately Iwcve outstanding results* 



